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The Phenomenon of MA Baoguo: an Interpretation of the Characteristics of the
Character Setting in the Traditional Martial Arts Legend

LU Yunting
(School of Media and Arts , Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China)

Abstract: In this paper, sociological theory is used to analyze the phenomenon of Ma Baoguo. In fact, Ma Baoguo is a new type
of artist in the era of we media. He has always portrayed himself as a man, living around common people, of both literature and
martial arts in his works and video materials and made a deep description of his martial arts character to create an omniscient mar-
tial master image. In addition to making pretentious propaganda of his martial arts achievements, he also tried to occupy the mor-
al commanding height and play the role of classical perfect man again.His role as a returnee martial arts teacher is more like a non-
martial warrior who performs in the society. Ma Baoguo has not really approached Chinese traditional martial arts, nor is he a
martial arts master, but he tries his best to play the role of a martial arts expert in various occasions, and is finally beaten in actu-
al combat. The Ma Baoguo incident may further promote the internal innovation of traditional Chinese martial arts and become
an opportunity to reexamine it.

Key words: the phenomenon of MA Baoguo; wandering performer; social role;traditional Wushu; modern sports
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