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Evolution of “Ti-Yong” : an Investigation into the Development of Philosophical
Thought on the Thinking Mode of Chinese Wushu

WANG Shaoning, YANG Xiangquan

(Sports Culture College, Tianjin University of Sport, Tianjin 301617, China)

Abstract: “Ti-Yong” is the most expressive category in the Chinese philosophy and intellectual history, and the theoretical
framework has a profound influence upon the development of Wushu. The thought of “consistent with principle” is an
important way of thinking for boxers to explain Wushu theory, which is worthy of in-depth exploration. Comprehensively using
the methods of historical research, literature research and logical analysis, this paper combs and reflects on the development of
philosophical thought of “Ti-Yong” , a unique mode of thinking in Wushu. It is found that the boxers of all dynasties use “Ti-
Yong” to explain Wushu theory as well as explain the internal essence and function of Wushu, which presents an ideological
course from “cosmogenesis” to “Kung fu as noumenon” . The research shows that: (D the theory of “cosmogenesis” lays the
theoretical foundation for the establishment of Wushu Ti-Yong thought, and the Yin-Yang theory of Taiji symbolizes the initial
formation of Ti-Yong thought in Wushu. @ “Kung fu as noumenon” fits the Neo-Confucianism characteristics as Ti-Yong
thought in Wushu becomes sound, and it implies the emphasis that boxers put on the nature of the mind and Kung fu training.
The theory of Wushu has realized its own internal transcendence during the evolution of Ti-Yong thought, of which every stage
and the philosophical thinking within it directly reflect the process of history and the unity of logical perception and historical
evolution.

Key words: Ti-Yong; traditional Wushu; the Confucianism of song and Ming Dynasties; Wushu context; cosmogenesis;
Kung fu as noumenon; philosophical thought
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