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Abstract: It is clearly concluded in the Regulations on the Protection of Olympic Symbols of China that no one may use
Olympic symbols for commercial purposes without the authorization of the right holders. However, it does not specify the
standard for non-Olympic symbol right holders using the Olympic symbols for non-business purpose, which is bound to
cause contradictions between the protection of Olympic symbols and the needs of non-Olympic symbol right holders. With
the advent of the digital era, the promotion of Olympic symbols has become greater than before, and the channels are more
diverse. Therefore, it is very important to define the scope within which the non-Olympic symbol right holders can freely use
the Olympic symbols. By examining the legislative status of the United States, Australia, United Kingdom and other previous
Olympic host countries regarding the protection of Olympic symbols, it is indicated that while these countries strictly protected
the Olympic symbols, they also allow the non-Olympic symbol right holders use Olympic symbols freely in a reasonable range
and set specific standards for it. Drawing on the successful experience of foreign legislation, China should translate the latest
provisions of the Olympic Charter into domestic law, flexibly apply the provisions of the Regulations on the Protection of
Olympic Symbols, clearly delimit the types and standard of appropriate use of the Olympic symbols.

Key words: Olympic symbols; appropriate use; standard construction; rights restrictions; balance of interests
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