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Fig.1 Stone rubbings of Houyi Shooting the Sun in the Eastern Han
Dynasty (unearthed in Nanyang City, Henan Province )
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Fig.2 Brick Rubbings of mountain hunting in Han Dynasty (unearthed
in Zhengzhou, Henan Province )
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Fig.3 Hollow Brick rubbings of shooting birds of the Western Han
Dynasty (unearthed from Xintong Bridge, Zhengzhou, Henan)
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Fig.4 The stone rubbings of Battle shooting in the Han Dynasty
(unearthed in Xihukou, Tengxian County, Shandong Province )
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Fig.5 Brick rubbings of Lotus Pond shooting in the Eastern Han
Dynasty (unearthed in Pengxian County, Sichuan Province)
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Fig.6  Stone rubbings of hunting on Horseback in Han Dynasty
(unearthed in Mizhi County, Shaanxi Province )

« 44 -



FESRIR, IR0 - DU T LU 2 SCATE 2SR A

SErp A T AR DU G A T I S A IR
FEroA — RS s W5 0 ) D DY i
25, BAESEIR, BRI B RS T B AR, XX
TG, SRE A, fiR A Es% LIERRST i
BB RAR R SR AN, S 5 ST LR 5 AR
T R B AN T AT (181 7) 2

E7 PEINIES SO EGERAGTRERMNFESN L)
Fig.7 Hollow Brick Rubbing of horseback archery in Western Han
Dynasty (unearthed from Xintong Bridge, Zhengzhou, Henan)
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Fig.8 The Brick rubbing of Han Dynasty war shooting [ crossbow
shooting |(unearthed in Nanyang, Henan Province )
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Fig.9 Brick Rubbings of a kneeling shot in the Western Han Dynasty
(unearthed in Dongzhao, Luoyang, Henan Province )
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Fig.10  Stone rubbings of Han Dynasty battle-shooting (unearthed in
Qianyao, Cangshan County, Shandong Province )
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Fig.11  Compound Bow model of Western Han Dynasty ( Unearthed
from Tomb No. 3 of Western Han Dynasty, Mawangdui, Changsha,

Hunan)
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Fig.12 The Western Han dynasty lacquer arrow box [ The quiver |
(Unearthed from Tomb No. 3 of Western Han Dynasty, Mawangdui,
Changsha, Hunan)
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Fig.13  Stone rubbings of bird shooting by Crossbow machine in
Han Dynasty (unearthed in two towns of Weishan County, Shandong
Province)
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Fig.14 Stone rubbings of crossbowman in Western Han Dynasty
(unearthed in Tanghe County, Henan Province )
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Fig.15 Brick Rubbings of bird shooting and harvest in Eastern Han
dynasty (unearthed in Dayi, Sichuan Province)
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A Study on the Cultural Form of Archery of the Han Dynasty in Han Dynasty
Paintings
CUI Lequan, Wang Xiaona

(School of Chinese Martial Arts , Beijing Sport University , Beijing 100084, China )

Abstract: As one of the most direct and comprehensive historical materials in paintings of the Han dynasty presented by stone
reliefs, brick reliefs and tomb murals, archery culture form shows the social life of the period between the two Han dynasties,
and has draw wide attention from researchers of archery history. By sorting out the classification and distribution of archery
activities depicted in Han Dynasty paintings, this paper makes a comprehensive study of the types of archery, the shapes and
features of instruments and the cultural implications of archery in the Han dynasty. This paper believes that the archery forms
reflected in different genres of Han dynasty paintings are mainly divided into hunting archery, war archery, historical-story
archery, and archery exercise for fitness and education. In terms of archery methods, it includes stepping shooting, riding
shooting and kneeling shooting. On this basis, the shape of the Han dynasty archery instrument mainly included three kinds:
bow, arrow with rope, and crossbow. As a kind of cultural forms, archery activities reflected in paintings of Han dynasty
inherited archery form and technology of pre-Qin period, meanwhile gradually weakened ritual archery to some extent, which
laid a solid foundation for development of practicability in a variety of fields in social life. The basic pattern of later ancient
Chinese archery technology and culture connotation could also be traced back to this period.

Key words: Han Dynasty paintings; Chinese Archery; archery rituals; archery for education; archery for entertainment;

bow and arrow; crossbow; arrow with rope

« 50 -



