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Fig.3 Affordance used to dissolve the logical inversion of urban public sports space
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Theoretical Reflection and Design Concept Exploration of the “Affordance” of

Urban Public Sports Space

WANG Zhenyu, ZHANG Zhen

(Physical Education and Heath School , East China Normal University , Shanghai 200241, China )

Abstract: Based on the reflection on the connotation of publicity in urban public sports space, we use literature review and

logical analysis to point out that there is a logical problem of contradiction between publicity and functionality in urban public

sports space, and on the other hand, there is a practical challenge that resulted from the limited urban land resources. These two

problems can be solved by introducing the theory of “affordance” . According to the study, firstly, the public sports space un-

der the guidance of “affordance” can eliminate the contradiction between publicity and functionality of the space by creating a

place featured by three core values of publicity: openness, heterogeneity and commonality. Secondly, by using the longitudinal

hierarchy of “affordance” , the project-centered design concept is transformed into a physical activity-centered design concept,

which not only ensures people’ basic leisure and fitness demands but also helps to explore the construction of sports space on

non-sporting land, thus breaks the real bottleneck of limited land resources. Finally, based on the four levels of affordance,

three design concepts for urban public sports spaces are proposed: (Dsports affordance analysis of spaces; 2 demand investi-

gation of space users; (3 renewal and redesign of established spaces.

Key words: publicity; public sports space; affordance; space users; established spaces
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