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Fig.1 Framework for analyzing classroom discourse for
interdisciplinary thematic learning in physical education and health
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Tab.1 Classroom topic setting categories
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Tab.2 Open-ended questions in classroom topic setting
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Tab.3 Characteristics of discourse trun-taking mechanisms in class
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Fig.2 Comparison of the number of teacher-student initiating steps and evaluation steps
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Classroom Discourse Functions of Interdisciplinary Thematic Learning in
Physical Education and Health

CHEN Yilin', ZHANG Wenpeng’

( 1. College of Education, Yunnan Normal University , Kunming 650500, China; 2. College of Physical Education,
Yunnan Normal University , Kunming 650500, China )

Abstract: The classroom discourse of interdisciplinary thematic learning in physical education and health is not only a key
factor in fostering students’ key competencies , but also an effective lens for observing the formation of these competencies.
Using the methods of conversation analysis and descriptive statistics, teachers’ and students’ discourse in 10 examples of
interdisciplinary thematic learning in physical education and health lessons were coded, counted and analyzed from four
aspects: topic setting, turn-taking, power control and discourse sequence. The study found that the classroom discourse
function of interdisciplinary thematic learning in physical education and health is reflected in the following aspects: cross-
cutting topic setting helps to expand the interdisciplinary knowledge structure, equal turn-taking is conducive to the reshaping
of interactive classroom learning, flexible distribution of discourse power is beneficial to the generation of critical thinking, and
diversified dialogue structure helps to deepen the process of interdisciplinary knowledge construction. In order to accelerate
the realization of the classroom discourse function of interdisciplinary thematic learning in physical education and health, it is
suggested that: (D enhance awareness to highlight the cross-boundary topic setting; (2)strenghten the interaction and optimize
the relationship between turn-taking classroom discourse;  (3) Reconstruct the power of discourse and pay attention to the
output of students’ discourse; @ Enrich the discourse and build dialogue “scaffolds” at the right time.

Key words: school physical education; physical education and health curriculum; interdisciplinary thematic learning;

classroom discourse; discourse analysis
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