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Fig.2 Mechanism of subject empowerment
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Fig.3 Content-driven mechanism
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Fig.5 Analysis of substitutability among conditions
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How Does Communication Effectiveness Emerge in WeChat Official Accounts of
Sports Academic Journals?

— A Fuzzy-Set Qualitative Comparative Analysis
FU Chengl , FAN Chengwenl , TU Wen®

(1.School of Physical Education , Hunan University of Technology , Zhuzhou 412007 , China; 2. School of Physical Education,
Hunan University of Finance and Economics , Changsha 410205, China)

Abstract: Effective communication through WeChat Official Accounts (WOAs) of sports academic journals is a key issue
for expanding their online influence. This study investigates 18 sports academic journals with established WOAs, employing
fuzzy-set Qualitative Comparative Analysis (fSQCA) to explore the influencing factors, configurational patterns, and
generative mechanisms of communication effectiveness across three dimensions: communication subject, communication
content, and communication media. The results identify three configuration patterns and three theoretical mechanisms for
achieving high communication effects in WOAs, namely, the subject-driven empowerment mechanism based on the subject-
driven configuration, the content-driven traction mechanism based on the content-driven configuration, and the synergistic co-
promotion mechanism based on the comprehensive-driven configuration. Certified subject identity and high readership emerge
as core conditions for effective communication. Moreover, the findings reveal substitutive relationships among different
factors across dimensions, demonstrating that multiple equivalent pathways can lead to effective communication. To enhance
the communication effectiveness of sports academic journal WOAs, efforts should focus on strengthening organizational
integration, improving operational capacity, promoting differentiated content strategies and expression formats, and building
an integrated system of “subject-content-media” .

Key words: sports academic journals; WeChat official account; communication effectiveness; communication subject;

communication content; communication media; qualitative comparative analysis
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