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Fig.I The issue framework of esports global governance
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Global Governance of Esports: Issues, Pattern,and Chinese Approach
HUANG Haiyan', XU Yanni', ZENG Xinfeng’, BAI Ruolan'

(1.8chool of Management, Beijing Sport University , Beijing 100084, China; 2. Postdoctoral Research Center,
Beijing Sport University, Beijing 100084 , China )

Abstract: Based on the public goods theory, this paper analyzes the value of electronic sports (esports) and its global
governance issues, outlines its global governance pattern and development trajectory, and examines the current situation,
policy evolution, practical difficulties and optimization pathways in China. It finds that esports possesses both electronic and
competitive characteristics, presenting dual value attributes of public and private goods. Its governance issues revolve around
the provision of international public goods and private goods, encompassing value guidance, industry standards, professional
leagues, and other dimensions. Unlike traditional sports, where public and private attributes are relatively separable, the
"competition venue" and "competition rules" of esports are protected by intellectual property rights. The concentration of
private control rights and the spillover of public value are deeply bound and inseparable on the same product. This underlying
connection constitutes the foundational logic for understanding the disputes in the global governance of esports. In global
governance, the stalemate in cooperation between the International Olympic Committee (IOC ) and game manufacturers is
essentially an institutional friction between the "public governance framework" and the "private property control", rather
than a simple value divergence; various sports organizations, regional sports associations, national governments, and leading
esports enterprises together form a multi-stakeholder collaborative structure, wherein the uneven distribution of governance
resources engenders power asymmetries and divergent motivations for cooperation among the entities. As the world's leading
esports consumer market, China's policy environment continues to improve; however, it still faces governance challenges
including unclear regulatory responsibilities, absence of industry standards, monopolization by leading enterprises, talent
development deficiencies, and pervasive issues of gambling and match-fixing. These challenges are concentrated expressions
of global structural contradictions within a single huge market. Accordingly, this paper proposes optimization pathways for the
standardized development of esports in China from three theoretical dimensions, such as regulating market order, strengthening
public supply, and designing public-private collaborative mechanisms.

Key words: electronic sports; global governance; public goods theory; international public goods; public value; standardized

development; sport governance
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