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Reflection and Enlightenment of the Evolution of
American Sports Venues Governance

DONG Hong — gang'”
(1. School of Physical Education,Shandong University, Jinan 250061 , China;2. School of
Physical Education, Anhui Polytechnic University , Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract ; This article studies the evolution of stadium governance in the United States by means of liter-
ature and investigation ,and reflects on the problems in its practice,so as to provide reference for China’
s stadium governance. Over the past 100 years, the governance of American sports venues has gone
through the process of privatization, publicization and public — private cooperation. Privatization is the
starting point of stadium management in the United States. The economic crisis and the great depression
that followed exposed the drawbacks of privatization. In the context of the new public management cam-
paign and the improvement of government efficiency ,the business model of stadium service outsourcing
and auction naming rights has gradually become the mainstream. When privatization and service out-
sourcing raise the public’s doubts on the government’ s responsibility ,the publicization of stadium gov-
ernance becomes the main issue. After the dilemma between public and private sectors, public — private
cooperation in stadium governance is inevitable. Professional governance of stadiums and gymnasiums is
the inherent requirement of professional sports development and the common appeal of stakeholders. Fi-
nally ,the United States has formed a classified governance , professional governance ,Multiple governance
pattern. China’ s large stadiums and gymnasiums are confronted with the contradictions of unconvention-
al construction and operation difficulties, social and economic benefits, contract — based governance
structure and relation — based governance institutions. Up to now, it is still unable to answer the basic
questions of why to construct,how to govern and how to evaluate. In the future,the governance of large
sports venues in China will be oriented towards classified governance, professional governance and diver-
sified governance. In response to the paradoxes of privatization and publicization of large sports venues,
what and how to undertake, social benefits and economic benefits, we should reflect on the advantages
and disadvantages of the United States and learn from the experience of the United States.

Key words : sports management ; sports venues ;sports governance ; professional sport; sports policy
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