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Tab.2 List of countdown clips involving Chinese ancient poems and proverbs at the opening ceremony of the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games
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Innovating on the Basis of Tradition: A Comparative Study of the Narrative Art
of the Opening Ceremony Performances of Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics and
2022 Winter Olympics

ZHU Shiyu

(College of Music, Nanjing University of the Arts ,Nanjing 210013, China )

Abstract: Taking the opening ceremonies of the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics and the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics as
the research objects, this study employed comparative analysis, literature review and video analysis to document and analyze
the historical process and main contents of the performances of the two opening ceremonies. The purpose of the research is
to comparatively explore the changeability and unchangeability of the two opening ceremonies in terms of the narrative art.
The study found that, from Beijing 2008 Summer Olympics to 2022 Winter Olympics, the opening ceremony has changed
from grand narration to individual narration, from historical time construction to artistic time construction, from national
epic to romantic poetry, from diluting sports elements to strengthening sports elements, and from technology enhancing art
to technology integrating with art. The changes reflect different design ideas, production contexts and creative moods in
different periods of time, while what remains unchanged is the conveyance of the Olympic spirit and the concept of "Great
Harmony in the World". The two opening ceremonies offer some useful experiences such as: various artistic techniques of time
construction, different time and space narrative models, the exploration and innovation of oriental artistic language, the full
integration of sports elements, and the in-depth drive of technological humanism on stage performance, etc., which provide
valuable inspiration for the future performance of large-scale sports events in China.

Key words: opening ceremony performance; Olympic opening ceremony ; narrative art; 2008 Beijing Olympic Games; 2022

Beijing Winter Olympics; sports performance
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