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Fig.1 Word cloud map of rural sports events
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Tab.1 Examples of open coding for the perception and interpretation of “bucolic flavor”
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Tab.2 Core categories and corresponding category codes
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Tab.4 Convergent validity test of the measurement model

jiRTe Estimate ~ AVE{H H&{EE (CR)
A —FE555 Al 0.750
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Tab.5 Discriminant validity test of the measurement model Tab.7 Discriminant validity test of the measurement model
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Abstract: Drawing on the perspective of symbolic consumption, this study focuses on the representation of “bucolic flavor”
in rural sports events. Using a mixed-methods approach that integrates qualitative and quantitative analyses, it systematically
explores the connotation, structure, and develops measurement tools. The findings indicate that “bucolic flavor” reflects
tourists” multidimensional perception of local cultural atmosphere and regional characteristics during their participation
in sports events, embodying the core attributes of cultural identity and brand distinctiveness. The construct consists of four
dimensions —image symbols, language symbols, representative symbols, and cultural symbols—which respectively capture
the visual presentation, linguistic style, symbolic meaning, and cultural integration of local lifestyles within the event. The
initial scale constructed based on programmed grounded theory, after empirical validation, has good reliability and validity
and can effectively measure tourists' perception of event appeal. This study provides theoretical support and practical guidance
for event organizers and destination managers in building rural sports event brands, enhancing cultural communication, and
strengthening tourist engagement.
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